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Laboratory
Training Course
A one-week course on bacterial sexually
transmitted infections diagnostics will be
held on 16-20th April 2007 at HPA Centre for
Infections, London. Lectures and practical
training sessions will guide participants
through a range of laboratory techniques,
but particular emphasis will be placed on
laboratory diagnosis and antimicrobial
susceptibility testing for Neisseria
gonorrhoeae. This course is open to ten
microbiologists who work in ESSTI
collaborating laboratories. All course fees and
expenses, including travel and
accommodation will be covered by ESSTI.
Anyone who would like more information on
this course should contact ESSTI at
essti@hpa.org.uk. A second course will be
run in late 2007 or 2008 for those who are
unable to attend the course in April. 
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For further information on latest
developments on ESSTI please contact:

Edmund Donovan
ESSTI Administrator

Health Protection Agency
Centre for Infections
61 Colindale Avenue
London NW9 5EQ

Tel: + 44 (0) 20 8327 6582
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 8200 7868
Email: essti@hpa.org.uk

Emma Savage
Scientific Coordinator

Address: As above

Tel: +44 (0) 20 8327 7490
Email: essti@hpa.org.uk

www.essti.org

ESSTI Newsletter
If you have an article or a short news piece
that you would like included in future
editions of this newsletter please contact
Edmund Donovan at essti@hpa.org.uk.

Upcoming Events
and Activities

Microbiology
Questionnaires
Questionnaires on STI laboratory methods
and procedures for N. gonorrhoeae
reference laboratories have been sent out
to microbiologists from the newly
participating countries of the network. This
questionnaire will allow us to identify the
range of laboratory methods and
procedures used throughout the ESSTI
network. It is therefore vital in allowing the
ESSTI project to move forward. Thank-you
to those countries who have already
completed and returned this questionnaire.
Please can we ask those countries who
have not yet submitted the questionnaire
to do so as soon as possible. 

Agenda for ESSTI collaborative group 
meeting,  26-27 November 2007

Time Activity

9.00 Welcome and Coffee

9.30 - 12.00 Symposium

12.00 Lunch

13.00 - 14.30 Update on ESSTI 2007

14.30 - 16.00 ESSTI and ECDC

16.00 Coffee

16.15 - 18.00 TESSy database

20.00 Dinner

Time Activity

8.30 Coffee

9.00 - 11.30 Group Sessions
Session 1: Surveillance
Session 2: Microbiology

11.30 Coffee

11.50 - 12.50 Feedback from Group Sessions

12.50 - 13.20 Bringing it all together:
Summary of ESSTI activities for 2008

13.20 Lunch

14.00 Departure

Monday 26th November

Tuesday 27th November

15th International Union against Sexually 
Transmitted Infections (Asia Pacific Congress) 
Dubai, 3-6 February 2008  www.iusti.ae

3rd Joint BASHH-ASTDA Conference 
‘Converging Approaches in STI control and 
Reproductive Health’. New York, USA 
7-10 May 2008. www.bashh.org

18th International Society for STD 
Research (ISSTDR). London, 28 June -1 July 
2009  www.isstdrlondon2009.com

11th IUSTI World Congress Africa 2009 
Cape Town, South Africa 
9-12 November 2009  www.iusti.org

Future STI meetings

Microbiology update
Sentinel surveillance of antimicrobial resistance in Neisseria gonorrhoeae
A big thank you to all participating 
laboratories that have collected N. 
gonorrhoeae strains for the sentinel 
surveillance study. The collection period 
was from June to August 2007; however 
the time period has been extended to allow 

The results from all the laboratories 
were received back to  the ESSTI hub in 
July. Overall intra and inter-laboratory 
concordance has been calculated, as 
well as the  overall consensus. These 
results will shortly be emailed to 
participants and presented at the next 
collaborative group meeting in Vienna. 

QA Panel

those centres with low collection rates to 
accumulate more strains. Over the next 
few weeks Michelle will arrange for the 
strains to be sent to one of three centres; 
Vienna, Copenhagen or London where the 
strains will be tested against a range of 

therapeutic antimicrobials. Michelle 
will be performing susceptibility testing 
in London, and Maria Haller and Lene 
Berthelsen will be performing the 
testing in Vienna and Copenhagen 
respectively. The results will determine 
the prevalence of antimicrobial 
resistance across Europe and help 
inform treatment guidelines. 
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