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Laboratory
Training Course
A one-week course on bacterial sexually
transmitted infections diagnostics will be
held on 16-20th April 2007 at HPA Centre for
Infections, London. Lectures and practical
training sessions will guide participants
through a range of laboratory techniques,
but particular emphasis will be placed on
laboratory diagnosis and antimicrobial
susceptibility testing for Neisseria
gonorrhoeae. This course is open to ten
microbiologists who work in ESSTI
collaborating laboratories. All course fees and
expenses, including travel and
accommodation will be covered by ESSTI.
Anyone who would like more information on
this course should contact ESSTI at
essti@hpa.org.uk. A second course will be
run in late 2007 or 2008 for those who are
unable to attend the course in April. 
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ESSTI Newsletter
If you have an article or a short news piece
that you would like included in future
editions of this newsletter please contact
Edmund Donovan at essti@hpa.org.uk.

Upcoming Events
and Activities

Microbiology
Questionnaires
Questionnaires on STI laboratory methods
and procedures for N. gonorrhoeae
reference laboratories have been sent out
to microbiologists from the newly
participating countries of the network. This
questionnaire will allow us to identify the
range of laboratory methods and
procedures used throughout the ESSTI
network. It is therefore vital in allowing the
ESSTI project to move forward. Thank-you
to those countries who have already
completed and returned this questionnaire.
Please can we ask those countries who
have not yet submitted the questionnaire
to do so as soon as possible. 

Upcoming Events and Activities
Scientific Symposium at ISSTDR 
29-30 July 

ESSTI is co-chairing with ECDC a scientific 
symposium at the 17th meeting of 
ISSTDR in Seattle, USA on 30th July. 
The ECDC sponsored symposium aims 
to explore new challenges and threats 
for HIV/STI control in the European 
Union. Anthony Nardone will start 
the symposium with a lecture on the 
epidemiology of HIV. Anders Blaxhult 
will then present the results of the 
ESSTI/ECDC survey on the spread of 
new variant chlamydia and Nicola Low 
will give a lecture on chlamydia control 
activities in Europe. The symposium will 
conclude with Emma Savage’s talk on 
the resurgence of syphilis in Europe. In 
a breakfast time symposium entitled 
‘Global trends in antimicrobial resistance 
in Neisseria gonorrhoeae’, Cathy Ison will 

also talk on Resistance trends in Europe. 
Michelle Cole and Cathy Ison will also 
present on behalf of ESSTI at the meeting 
of the International Collaboration on 
Gonococci (ICG) on the morning of 
Sunday 29th July.

ESSTI Collaborative Group 
Meeting 2007  
26-27 November

ESSTI is pleased to announce that the 
next ESSTI collaborative group meeting 
will be held on 26th and 27th of 
November. The meeting will be hosted 
by the Federal Ministry for Health, 
Family and Youth in Vienna, Austria. 
All ESSTI surveillance and microbiology 
collaborators are invited to attend this 
meeting. Information on travel and 
accommodation will be sent via email 
shortly.
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The first of two ESSTI laboratory training courses was held in London during April. The 
week-long course was attended by 11 participants from ESSTI-collaborating countries 
and the time was divided between lectures and laboratory sessions. The course was 
a great opportunity for everyone involved to discuss STI diagnostic methods from 
a range of European perspectives. It was also a chance for participants to meet the 
ESSTI project team and to get to know their colleagues from other ESSTI-collaborating 
laboratories. Feedback from participants has been very positive and there are plans to 
run a second laboratory course in 2008.    

ESSTI Laboratory Training Course on 
Bacterial STI Diagnostics Thank you to those laboratories who 

have returned their results from the 
ESSTI quality assurance (QA) panel. 
The intra-laboratory results have 
been returned to the participating 
laboratories and the inter-laboratory 
analysis is currently underway. 
The results will allow us to offer a 
comparison between laboratories and 
identify the different methods used 
for antimicrobial susceptibility testing 
of Neisseria gonorrhoeae.

QA Panel

Erratum
In the 4th issue of the ESSTI 
newsletter it was incorrectly stated 
that the new variant of Chlamydia 
trachomatis had been reported in 
Finland. In fact only Sweden and 
Norway had reported the variant at 
the time of publication.  


