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New variant of Chlamydia trachomatis reported in Sweden:
Implications for Diagnostic Laboratories across Europe

Current Recommendations
to ESSTI collaborating
laboratories:

● Laboratories performing testing on two
platforms, including either the Roche
or Abbott tests, should consider using
the Roche or Abbott tests for
confirmation rather than primary
testing.

● Laboratories who are using Roche or
Abbott platforms as their only method
of C. trachomatis detection should carry
on using this approach but be vigilant
f



Laboratory
Training Course
A one-week course on bacterial sexually
transmitted infections diagnostics will be
held on 16-20th April 2007 at HPA Centre for
Infections, London. Lectures and practical
training sessions will guide participants
through a range of laboratory techniques,
but particular emphasis will be placed on
laboratory diagnosis and antimicrobial
susceptibility testing for Neisseria
gonorrhoeae. This course is open to ten
microbiologists who work in ESSTI
collaborating laboratories. All course fees and
expenses, including travel and
accommodation will be covered by ESSTI.
Anyone who would like more information on
this course should contact ESSTI at
essti@hpa.org.uk . A second course will be
run in late 2007 or 2008 for those who are
unable to attend the course in April. 
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Emma Savage
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If you have an article or a short news piece
that you would like included in future
editions of this newsletter please contact
Edmund Donovan at essti@hpa.org.uk.

Upcoming Events
and Activities

Microbiology
Questionnaires
Questionnaires on STI laboratory methods
and procedures for N. gonorrhoeae
reference laboratories have been sent out
to microbiologists from the newly
participating countries of the network. This
questionnaire will allow us to identify the
range of laboratory methods and
procedures used throughout the ESSTI
network. It is therefore vital in allowing the
ESSTI project to move forward. Thank-you
to those countries who have already
completed and returned this questionnaire.
Please can we ask those countries who
have not yet submitted the questionnaire
to do so as soon as possible. 
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